FEMINIST BIOETHICS 

Professor Coleen Macnamara

Email: coleenm@ucr.edu

Office Hours: HMNSS 3201, Tuesdays from 4:30 – 5:30 and by appointment

Course Requirements: 

Papers:  You are required to write two 5 page papers. For both papers, you are required to submit a one-page outline and meet with me to discuss. I will send around a sheet to sign up for meetings when the time comes. 

The first paper will make up 25% of your grade, and the second, 35%.

The first paper is due February 12th and the second, March 18th. 

Late papers will be marked down 1/3 of a grade (e.g., from a B- to C+) for every day they are late.

Reading questions: At least 24 hours before every class I will post a reading question on iLearn. You are required to write out an answer to the reading question and bring this with you to class. I will collect and grade your answers on five unannounced occasions. The grades on your four best reading questions will make up 30% of your grade.

If you miss class the day that the reading question is collected, you will, unless your absence is excused, receive a zero for that day’s reading question. If your absence is excused, then it is your responsibility to talk to me about make-up arrangements. 

Class Participation and Attendance: Class attendance and participation are required and will make up 10% of your grade. 
Reading Assignments: 

All readings are available on ilearn. Please print the readings out and bring a hard copy to class.  

 Jan. 6th:   Introduction
UNIT ONE: THEMES IN FEMINIST THEORY

Jan. 8th: Feminist Theory
Bem, Lenses of Gender, chapters 3 & 6

UNIT TWO: SCIENCE, ANDROCENTRISM, AND SOCIETY

Jan. 13th: Research
Dresser, Wanted: Single White Male for Medical Research 

Jan. 15th: Sexual Science: Hysteria and Menstruation 

Smith-Rosenberg, The Hysterical Woman: Sex Roles &Role Conflict in 19th Century America

Martin, Medical Metaphors: Menstruation & Menopause

Jan. 20th: The Female Orgasm

Tuana, Coming to Understand: Orgasm and the Epistemology of Ignorance
UNIT THREE: RECONFIGURING WOMEN’S BODIES
Jan. 22th:  Cosmetic Surgery
Morgan, Women & the Knife: Cosmetic Surgery & the Colonization of Women’s Bodies 

Little, Cosmetic Surgery, Complicity & Suspect Norms of Appearance
Davis, Public Face/ Private Suffering

Jan. 27th: Anorexia

Bordo, Anorexia Nervosa: Psychopathology as the Crystallization of Culture

UNIT FOUR:  ETHICS OF CARE 

Jan. 29th:  Feminist Ethics 

Gilligan, Moral Orientation & Moral Development

Little, Care: From Theory to Orientation and Back
Feb. 3rd:  Paper Meetings – no class 
UNIT FIVE: GESTATION, BIRTH, AND PARENTHOOD

Feb. 5th  and Feb. 10th: Prenatal Care and Birth 

Simons, Rothman & Norman, Laboring On: Birth in Transition in the United States, selections

Lyerly et. al., Risk, Values, & Decision Making Surrounding Pregnancy
Mardorossian, Laboring Women, Coaching Men: Masculinity and Childbirth Education in Contemporary United States

Lyerly, Shame, Gender and Birth
Kukla, Conscientious Autonomy: Displacing Decision in Health Care
Feb. 12th:  Bottle vs. Breast 

Kukla, Ethics and Ideology in Breastfeeding Advocacy Campaigns

Feb. 17th: Fetal Protection Policies  

Gallagher, Collective Bad Faith

Bergin, Regulating Reproduction

Feb. 19th - March 3rd: Abortion
Selections from Little, Intimate Assistance: Re-Thinking Abortion in Law, & Morality
March 5rd: Surrogacy 
Taub, Feminist Tensions: Concepts of Motherhood & Reproductive Choice

Nelson & Nelson, Cutting Motherhood in Two

March 10th:  Wrap Up

March 12th: Paper Meetings – No Class 

