Deontic Pluralism

Professor Coleen Macnamara

Email: coleenm@ucr.edu

Office Hours: By appointment

Course Requirements: 

Papers:  You are required to write a 15-page paper. This paper includes a mandatory rewrite.

All readings will be available on iLearn.
Unit One: The Puzzles

Week One: Supererogation, Suberogation, the Right to Do Wrong & Imperfect Duties

Driver, “The Suberogatory”

Waldron, “A Right to Do Wrong”

Hill, "Kant on Imperfect Duty & Supererogation"

Recommended: Urmson, “Saints & Heroes”

Unit Two: Relationality

Week Two: Rights

Stith, “Generosity: A Duty Without a Right”

Feinberg, “The Nature & Value of Rights”

Werner, “Rights”
Recommended: Feinberg,   “The Nature & Value of Rights”

Week Three: Holding Others Responsible

Watson, “Two Faces of Responsibility” 

Wallace, Responsibility & the Moral Sentiments, selections

Macnamara, “Holding Others Responsible”

Recommended: Strawson, “Freedom & Resentment”

Unit Three:  The Evaluative & Deontic

Weeks Four & Five:  Obligation

Anderson, Value in Ethics & Economics, chapter 1-3

Owens, “Rationalism about Obligation,” selections
Darwall, “Moral Obligation & Accountability”

Little & Macnamara, “Between the Optional & the Obligatory”

Recommended: Raz, Practical Reasons & Norms, chapter 2




 Pink, “Moral Obligation”
Week Six: The Evaluative Realm

Dancy, “Enticing Reasons”

Little & Macnamara, “Reasons & Normative Force” 

Unit Four: Imperfect Duties

Week Seven: Kant
Kant, Groundwork, selections

Kant, The Doctrine of Virtue, selections

Weeks Eight & Nine:  Kantians

Herman, “Mutual Aid & Respect for Persons” 

Herman, “The Scope of Moral Requirement”

Stohr, “Kantian Beneficence & the Scope of Mutual Aid”

Baron, “Imperfect Duties & Supererogatory Acts”

Hill, Human Welfare & Moral Worth, pp.201-234, 242-243

Recommended: Schroeder, “Imperfect Duties as Group Obligations” 

Unit Five: Supererogation

Week Ten: Supererogation

Dancy, “Supererogation”

Raz, Practical Reasons and Norms, chapter 3

Wolf, "Moral Saints”

