Holding Others Responsible

Coleen Macnamara

Email: coleenm@ucr.edu

Office Hours: By appointment

Course Requirements 

Papers:  You are required to write one 15-20 page paper. This paper includes a mandatory rewrite.

Reading Assignments

Week 1: Holding Others Responsible
Peter Strawson, “Freedom and Resentment”

Gary Watson, “Two Faces of Responsibility” 

Smith, “Control, Responsibility and Moral Assessment”

Week 2: Holding Others Responsible, cont’d
R. Jay Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments, chapters 1-3

Macnamara, “Holding Others Responsible”

Week 3 & 4:  Blame: Scanlon and Sher

George Sher, In Praise of Blame

Scanlon, “Blame”

Wallace, “Dispassionate Opprobrium: On Blame and the Reactive Sentiments”

Week 5 & 6: Reactive Attitudes 

R. Jay Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments, chapters 1-3

Darwall, The Second-Personal Standpoint, selections

Gary Watson, “Responsibility and the Limits of Evil: Variations on a Strawsonian Theme”
Macnamara, “Taking Demands Out of Blame”

Recommended: Wallace, Hypocrisy paper

Week 7:  Beyond Belief
Hieronymi, “The Force and Fairness of Blame

de Sousa, “Emotion”
Hurely and Macnamara, “Beyond Belief: Toward a Theory of the Reactive Attitudes”

Week 8 & 9:  Moral Address

E. L. Beardsley, “A Plea for Deserts”; “Moral Disapproval and Moral Indignation”; “Blaming.” 

J.L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words
R. Kukla and M .Lance, ‘Lo!’ and ‘Yo!’: Explorations in Pragmatism and Metaphysics, selections 

Walker, Moral Repair, selections

Duff, “Criticism, Blame, and Moral Punishment”

Green, “Speech Acts” 

Macnamara, “Screw You!’ & ‘Thank you’”

Week 10: Blame and Punishment 

Joel Feinberg, “The Expressive Function of Punishment”

Other readings TBA

