Praise and Blame

Coleen Macnamara

Email: coleenm@ucr.edu

Office Hours: By appointment

Course Requirements

Reading Reflections:  You are required to bring to class a paragraph long “reflection” on each of the assigned readings.  Your reflection might, for example, be an articulation of an important puzzle posed by reading, a deep insight you gained from the reading, or a brief critique of the reading. 

Papers:  You are required to write one 10-12 page paper. This paper includes a mandatory rewrite.

Week 1: Scanlon & Relationship Impairment

Scanlon, “Blame”

Wallace, “Dispassionate Opprobrium: On Blame and the Reactive Sentiments”

Wolf, “Blame, Italian Style”
Week 2:  Scanlon & the Reactive Attitudes

Strawson, “Freedom and Resentment”

Feinberg, “The Expressive Function of Punishment”

Walker, Moral Repair: Reconstructing Moral Relations after Wrongdoing, chapter 1

Week 3: Sher & Hieronymi

Sher, In Praise of Blame, chapters 5 & 6

Smith, “Character, Blameworthiness and Blame: comments on George Sher’s In Praise of Blame”
Hieronymi, “The Force and Fairness of Blame”

Week 4:  Reactive Attitudes

de Sousa, “Emotion”

Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments, chapters 1-3

Week 5 & 6: Reactive Attitudes & Moral Address

Darwall, The Second-Personal Standpoint, selections
Gary Watson, “Responsibility and the Limits of Evil: Variations on a Strawsonian Theme”
Smith, “Control, Responsibility and Moral Assessment” 

Shoemaker, “Moral Address, Moral Responsibility and the Boundaries of the Moral Community”

Kukla & Lance, ‘Lo!’ and ‘Yo!’: Explorations in Pragmatism and Metaphysics 

Week 7:  Blame & Speech Acts

Green, “Speech Acts” 

Beardsley, “Moral Disapproval and Moral Indignation” 

Duff, “Criticism, Blame, and Moral Punishment”

Holroyd, “A Communicative Conception of Moral Appraisal”

Week 8 & 9:  A Typology of Blame: Appraisal, Answerability & Accountability

Watson, “Two Faces of Responsibility”

Smith, “Control, Responsibility and Moral Assessment” 

Duff, Punishment, Communication and Community, selections

Little & Macnamara, “Between the Obligatory and the Optional”

Blatz, “Accountability and Answerability”

Duff, “Answerable for Crime”

Week 10: Praise 

Delin & Baumeister, “Praise: More than Just Social Reinforcement” 

